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01-15 JAN 

15 JAN 

15-18 JAN 

18 JAN 

1.8-21 JAN 

21 JAN 

21-22 JAN 

22 JAN 

23 JAN 

24 JAN 

• • SHIP'S HISTORY 1985 

INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA, HOLIDAY LEAVE AND UPKEEP PERIOD 
U/W ENROUTE TO VACAPES OPAREAS 

ISE VACAPES OPAREAS, CONTINUED DIESEL TREND ANALYSIS 

BECCES, GENERAL QUARTERS AND GUN SHOOT 

ARRIVED QUAYWALL WEST LITTLE CREEK, VA. FOR AMMO ONLOAD, 
SHIFTED BERTHS. 

INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

U/W ENROUTE ONSLOW BAY, N.C. 

ISE ENROUTE ONSLOW BAY, N.C. 

ANCHORED ONSLOW BAY, N.C., CONDUCTED FLIGHT OPS 

CONDUCTED LVT RECOVERY/LAUNCH DRILLS 

CONDUCTED AT ANCHOR WATER BORNE ASSAULT ON RED BEACH 
(ONSLOW BAY, N.C.) CONDUCTED U/W LAUNCH OF LVTS; U/W 
ENROUTE TO LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

24-25 JAN ISE ENROUTE LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

25JAN-4FEB INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

4 FEB U/W ENROUTE LYNNHAVEN ANCHORAGE LEB 8; U/W ENROUTE 
VACAPES OPAREAS 

4-8 FEB 

8 FEB 

8-12 FEB 

12 FEB 

12-15 FEB 

15 FEB 

15-25 FEB 

25 FEB 

25-26 FEB 

ISE VACAPES OPAREAS; BECCES, BDCE'S AND G.Q. DRILLS 

CONDUCTED 

ENROUTE LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

U/W ENROUTE VACAPES 

ISE VACAPES; BECCE'S, DIESEL TREND ANALYSIS, G.Q., AND 
BDCE'S DRILLS 

ENR LYNNHAVEN ANCHORAGES; CONDUCTED STERN ANCHOR TEST, 

U/W LITTLE CREEK, VA. 
INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA, 

U/W ENROUTE VACAPES 
ISE VACAPES (SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED OPPE) 

26 FEB ENR LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

26FEB-29MAR INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

29 MAR U/W LYNNHAVEN ANCHORAGES, LVT OPS, HELO OPS 
29MAR-03APR INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 
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3 ~R 

4 APR 

5 ~R 

6 APR 

7-8 APR 

8-12 APR 

12APR-1MAY 

1 MAY 

1-3 MAY 

3-11 MAY 

4 MAY 

4-9 MAY 

9 MAY 

10-11 MAY 

• • U/W FOR ONSLOW BAY, N.C., TESTED STERN ANCHOR 

ANCHORED OFF ONSLOW BAY, N.C., CONDUCTED LVT OPS, 

ANCHORED AND U/W, HELO OPS 

ENR LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

TESTED STERN ANCHOR IN LA-12, ARR NAB L.C. 

INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

U/W LYNNHAVEN ANCHORAGES FOR BEACHING EXERCISES, 

ANCHORED LEC-5, CONDUCTED LCU OPS, BOAT OPS, AND 

CAUSEWAY MARRIAGES 

UPKEEP LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

U/W LYNNHAVEN ANCHORAGES FOR CAUSEWAY OPS AND THEN 

TO NORVA TO RUN THE DEGAUSSING RANGE 

UPKEEP LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

EXERCISE SOLID SHIELD WITH TF-22/124 

ARR ONSLOW BAY/MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. FOR ONLOAD THEN BACK 

TO ONSLOW/THEN U/W TO CHERRY PT OPAREAS 

U/W, ENR CHERRY PT OPAREAS 

ARR MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. FOR QUICK ONLOAD/TURNAROUND 

ENR LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

11MAY-13MAY INPORT LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

13 MAY U/W WHISKEY ANCHORAGE-NORVA-AMMO ONLOAD AND DEGAUSSING 

mN 

13MAY-10JUN UPKEEP, LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

10-11 JUN ENR ONSLOW BAY, N.C. 

11 JUN ANCHORED OFF ONSLOW BAY, N.C. FOR MARINE ONLOAD FOR 
UNITAS XXVI 

11JUN-14JUN ENR ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 

14JUN-17JUN INPORT ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 

17JUN-22JUN COMMENCED PHASE I OF UNITAS XXVI WITH COLOMBIAN LST'S 

ESEQUIBO AND LOS LLANOS OFF.VIEQUES ISLAND, BY DAY 

ANCHORED OFF VIEQUES, AND AT NIGHT U/W IN SOUTHERN PR 

OPAREAS DUE TO POSSIBLE TERRORIST THREAT 
22 JUN 

22-24 JUN 

24-26 JUN 

26-29 JUN 

ENR ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 

INPORT ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 

ENR PUERTO CABELLO, VE. 

INPORT PUERTO CABELLO, VE. 
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• • 29JUN-29JUL ENR CONVENAS CO 

1-2 JUL 

2 JUL 

2-3 JUL 

3-6 JUL 

6 JUL 

6-7_ JUL 

7 JUL 

7-9 JUL 

9 JUL 

9-12 JUL 

12-14 JUL 

14-15 JUL 

15-16 JUL 

16 JUL 

16-17 JUL 

17 JUL 

17 JUL 

17 JUL 

17-18 JUL 

18-19 JUL 

19-20 JUL 

20 JUL 

20-24 JUL 

24 JUL 

24-26 JUL 

26-30 JUL 

30JUL-2AUG 

AT ANCHOR OFF COVENAS, CO. 

U/W ENR ACROSS BAY TO CANGREJERA BEACH, CO. AND ANCHORED 

TO PRACTICE AN AMPHIBIOUS LANDING 

U/W ENR CARTAGENA, CO. 

ANCHORED IN INNER CARTEGENA, CO. HARBOR BUT NO LIBERTY 

DUE TO POSSIBLE TERRORIST THREAT 

U/W ENR COVENAS, CO. 

AT ANCHOR OFF COVENAS, CO. 

TRANSITTED TO CANGREJERA BEACH, CO., AND CONDUCTED 

AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W ENR COLON, PANAMA 

ANCHORED COLON PANAMA, TRANSITED.PANAMA CANAL FOR 9.7 

HRS TO RODMAN, PA. 

INPORT RODMAN, PA. 

U/W ENR TUMACO, CO. 

ANCHORED OFF TUMACO, CO., CONDUCTED LVT/AMPHIBIOUS 
LANDING 

U/W ENR ESMERALDAS~ CO; 

ANCHORED OFF ESMERALDAS, CO., CONDUCTED BOATOPS 

U/W ENR JARAMIJO, EC. 

ANCHORED OFF JARAMIJO, EC. FOR LVT/AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W ENR VALDIVIA, EC., KING NEPTUNE ARRIVED ON BOARD TO 

ASSIST LOYAL SHELLBACKS IN INITATION OF HUNDREDS OF 

POLLYWOGS 

ANCHORED OFF JARAMIJO, EC. FOR LVT/HELO AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W AT SEA OPS 

ANCHORED OFF VALDIVIA, EC., CONDUCTED LVT/HELO 

AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W ENR GUAYAQUIL, EC. 

CONDUCTED 4 HR TRANSIT UP RIVER TO GUAYAQUIL, EC. 

INPORT (MOORED) GUAYAQUIL, EC. 

U/W ENR MANTA, EC. 

ANCHORED OFF MANTA, EC., CONDUCTED LVT/BOAT OPS 

U/W ENR CALLAO, PERU INCOMPANY TF 138 

INPORT/MOORED AT CALLAO, PERU 
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2-3 AUG 

3-5 AUG 

5-6 AUG 

6 AUG 

6-7 AUG 

7 AUG 

7 AUG 

7-10 AUG 

10-13 AUG 

13-14 AUG 

14-15 AUG 

15-16 AUG 

16-17 AUG 

17-23 AUG 

23-24 AUG 

24 AUG 

24 AUG 

24AUG-2SEP 

1 SEP 

2-3 SEP 

3-4 SEP 

4-5 SEP 

5-9 SEP 

9-11 SEP 

11 SEP 

11-15 SEP 

15-20 SEP 

20-24 SEP 

24-26 SEP 

26-28 SEP 

• • U/W ENR ANCON, PERU 

ANCHORED OFF ANCHON, PERU, CONDUCTED LVT/BOAT AMPHIBIOUS 
OPS 

U/W ENR SALINAS, PERU 

ANCHORED OFF SALINAS, PERU AND CONDUCTED LVT/BOAT 
AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W TO PERU OPAREA 

ANCHORED OFF SALINAS, PERU, CONDUCTED LVT/BOAT 
AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W ENR CALLAO, PERU 

INPORT/MOORED CALLAO, PERU 
U/W ENR ANTOFAGASTA, CHILE 

MOORED ANTOFAGASTA, CHILE 

U/W ENR PUERTO ALDEA, CHILE 

ANCHORED OFF PUERTO ALDEA, CHILE FOR LVT/BOAT/HELO 
AMPHIBIOUS OPS U/W 16 AUG ENR VALPARZISO, CHILE 
INPORT VALPARAISO, CHILE 
INPORT VALPARAISO, CHILE (FOR LIBERTY) 
U/W ENR SANTA MARIA ISLAND, CHILE 
ANCHORED OFF SANTA MARIA ISLAND, CHILE FOR LVT/BOAT 
AMPHIBIOUS OPS 

U/W ENR TALCAHUANO CHILE 
AT ANCHOR/INPORT TALCAHUANO CHILE FOR UPKEEP/YARD WORK 
ANCHORED OFF QUIRIQUINA ISLAND FOR FUEL 
U/W ENR PUERTO MONTT, CHILE 
ANCHORED OFF PUERTO MONT, CHILE 

U/W ENR CHACABUCO, CHILE 

ANCHORED OFF CHACABUCO, CHILE 
U/W ENR PUNTA ARENAS CHILE TRANSITTING THE CHILEAN 
FJORDS 

MOORED ALONGSIDE ALMIRANTE MONTT (A0-52) TO TAKE ON 
FUEL 

INPORT (MOORED) AT PUNTA ARENAS CHILE 
U/W ENR MONTEVIDEO, UR. 

MOORED MONTEVIDEO, UR. 
U/W FOR OPERATION FREE PLAY 

MOORED MONTEVIDEO, UR. 
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• • 28SEP-100CT ENR SANTOS, BRAZIL 
1-3 OCT 

3-4 OCT 

4 OCT 

4-5 OCT 

5-6 OCT 

6 OCT 

6-7 OCT 

7-14 OCT 

14-23 OCT 
23-25 OCT 

26-28 OCT 
28 OCT 

28-31 OCT 

310CT-2NOV 

2-4 NOV 

4 NOV 

4-8 NOV 

8-13 NOV 

13-15 NOV 

15-16 NOV 

16-20 NOV 

20-22 NOV 

22 NOV 

22-23 NOV 

23-25 NOV 

25NOV-2DEC 

2-4 DEC 

4 DEC 

4-6 DEC 

MOORED SANTOS, BRAZIL 
U/W ENR TO ILHA DA MARAMBAIA, BRAZIL 
ANCHORED OFF ILHA DA BARAMBAIA, BRAZIL, LAUNCHED LVT'S 
AND MARINES FOR AMPHIBIOUS OPS ASHORE 
ENR MODLOC/RDVU USS MILWAUKEE FOR REPLENISHMENT AT SEA 
ENR ILHA DA MARAMBAIA, BRAZIL 
ENR ILHA DA MARAMBAIA, BRAZIL FOR BACKLOAD OF MARINES/ 
LVT'S 

U/W ENR FOR RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL 
ANCHORED/MOORED AT RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL 
U/W ENR LOME, TOGO: COMPLETED UNITAS XXVI BEGAN WATC 85 
U/W ENR DOUALA, CAMEROON; INPT DOUALA 25 OCT 
ENR MATADI, ZAIRE 
COMMENCED 7.5 HR TRANSIT UP THE CONGO RIVER BETWEEN THE 
COUNTRIES OF ZAIRE AND UGANDA IN COMPANY WITH ZAIRIAN 
GUNBOAT 

INPORT (MOORED) MATADI, ZAIRE 
U/W ENR MALABO, EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
INPORT (MOORED) MALABO, EQUATORIAL GUINEA 
U/W ENR DOUALA, CAMEROON 
INPORT (MOORED) DOUALA, CAMEROON 
U/W ENR CONAKRY, GUINEA 
INPORT (MOORED) CONAKRY, GUINEA 
U/W ENR BISSAU, GUINEA BISSAU 
ANCHORED BISSAU, GUINEA BISSAU 
U/W ENR NOUAKCHOTT, MAURITANIA 
ANCHORED OFF NOUAKCHOTT, MAURITANIA TO DELIVER HANDCLASP 
MATERIAL VIA LVT'S 
U/W ENR NOUADHIBU, MAURITANIA 
U/W (MOORED) NOUADHIBU, MAURITANIA 
INPORT ENR ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR., COMPLETION OF WATC 85 
INPORT (MOORED) ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 
U/W ENR VIEQUES ISLAND, PR. 
ANCHORED OFF VIEQUES ISLAND FOR US/FRENCH COMBINED 
AMPHIBIOUS OPS WITH FRANCIS GARNIER 
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6 DEC 

6-7 DEC 

7-11 DEC 

11 DEC 

11 DEC 

11 DEC 

11-12 DEC 

12-31 DEC 

• • 
U/W ENR ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR. 

INPORT (MOORED) ROOSEVELT ROADS, PR., WASHDOWN 

U/W ENR ONSLOW BAY/MOREHEAD, N.C. 

ANCHORED OFF ONSLOW BAY, N.C. 

ENR MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. 

MOORED MOREHEAD CITY, N.C. 

U/W ENR LITTLE CREEK, VA. 

INPORT (MOORED) LITTLE CREEK, VA. FOR HOLIDAY 

LEAVE/UPKEEP 
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• • January 1985 saw the uss SAGINAW preparing for one of the busiest 
and most satisfying years in her history. A holiday leave and 
upkeep period ended on 15 January when SAGINAW got underway for the 
Vacapes Opareas. This was to the first of many short underway 
periods, during which the crew of the SAGINAW strove to prepare 
themselves for the challenges of the upcoming year; the operational 
propulsion plant examination (OPPE), a Training Readiness 
Evaluation, Amphibious Refresher Training, COMPHIBRON TEN's change 
of Command, Operation Solid Shield 85, and ultimately with the 
UNITAS XXVI/WATC 85 deployment. 

OPPE was the fJrst challenge the crew of the SAGINAW met. Weeks 
~f endless training during independent steaming operations, 
consisting of countless engineering and damage control drills, 
culminated in SAGINAW's successful! completion of her OPPE on 26 
February. The SAGINAW was the first ship of her class to 
successfully complete the restructured OPPE on the first attempt.· 

Rest was not in store of the officers and men of the SAGINAW, 
however, during March and April they were challenged by a Training 
Readiness Evaluation, and Amphibious Refresher Training. As always, 
the crew of the SAGINAW lived up to their motto; they delivered. 
After passing her TRE inspection, SAGINAW aggressively attacked 
Amphibious Refresher Training. During n Amphib Reftra II I SAGINAW 
carried out numerous boating evolutions, married to an LCU, and 
executed several flawless beachings and causeway marriages. 
Justifiably, the confidence of the crew began to grow, as SAGINAW 
began to "fine tune" herself for her upcoming deployment. 

During the latter days of April, SAGINAW busily readied herself 
for her next two challenges; COMPHIBRON TEN's Change of Command and 
Operation Solid Shield 85. After bedecking herself quite strikingly 
for Captain Conklin's (USN) assumption of duty as Commander 
Amphibious Squadron TEN, SAGINAW braced herself for Solid Shield 85. 
This operation allowed SAGINAW to demonstrate her professionalism 
and flexibility. High tempo, highly visible operations, scheduled 
and unscheduled, kept the crew on their feet 24 hours a day from 3 
to 11 May. Despite the heavy demands placed upon them, and the 
highly flexible nature of the exercise, the crew members of the USS 
SAGINAW acquitted themselves admirably. However the biggest 
challenge was yet to come. All on boar·d looked forward with 
anticipation and perhaps with a little bit of trepidation to 
SAGINAW's ultimate challenge: Unitas XXVI/WATC 85. Even as 
Operation Solid Shield 85 wound to a close, the crew of the SAGINAW 
were begining their last feverish preperations for a deployment they 
knew would require operations with many South American and West 
African Nations, with virtually no logistical support. 

With all pre-deployment preparations completed a feeling of 
anticipation and relief flooded the crew of SAGINAW on 10 June. On 
this date, SAGINAW sailed on deployment that she had prepared so 
painstakingly for. Wives, children, mothers a fathers were left 
behind. Ahead lay the mission: Favorably promoting the US presence 
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• • while training our friendly South American and West African 
countries in the tactics of United States Naval Amphibious Warfare. 
To describe the details of every evolution and every port call in 
every nation visited by the uss SAGINAW (LST 1188) would be too 
detailed. Suffice it to say that the SAGINAW carried out her duty, 
in Puerto Rico, Venzuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Uruguay, 
Brazil, Togo, Cameroon, Zaire, Equitorial Guinea, Guinea, Guinea 
Bissau, and Mauritania. · 

Upon her return to the United States waters on 2 December, in 
Puerto Rico, the crew of SAGINAW had a confidence, a confidence 
gained only from experience. They had met every challenge the year 
presented, and had surmounted it. The uss SAGINAW had new obstacles 
to attack: her first Dry Docked Phased Maintenance Availability 
(DPMA), Interim Refresher Training, INSURV, TRE, another Amphib 
Reftra. The challanges continue. One thing remains constant: The 
resolve of the crew of the USS SAGINAW and their motto; "We Shall 
Deliver". 
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